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Ways and forms of preserving the tradition 
of veneration of icons in the period 1920-1930-ies 

(based on materials from Vologda)  

Spasenkova I.V.1  

Abstract. The article examines the ways and forms of the 
existence of the ancient tradition of veneration of icons in the 
conditions of the aggressive anti-church and anti-religious policies of 
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the Soviet state in the 1920s-1930s. The theme is presented on the 
example of Vologda - an ancient russian orthodox city. It shows the 
struggle of the Orthodox community for saving important citywide 
icons and shrines, as well as protests. It is established that the 
tradition of veneration of icons was not destroyed. Reduced only the 
scope of its public existence. 

Keywords: veneration of icons, miracle-working icons, anti-
church politics, religious practices, sacral space.  

1  ,   
,   ,       

. . , 2, 160001,

 

. ,

 

 
.

 

Spasenkova Irina Valentinovna. Candidate of Science 
(History), docent of Department theory, cultural history and 
Ethnology, Vologda State University. Mal'tseva str., 2, 160001, 
Vologda, Russian Federation. 

E-mail: irinaspas@mail.ru  

© . . 

  

            

: , , - 
,    [9; 10].       

- 
,     

,    
.                 

.                

,   
.  ,       

,     
[7].

 

  
,  ,             

.     
,  



 

49

 
,        
.     

, , ,  .

 
       

?       
?        

?         
,     

 
   

. 

 
    

53 

 
   

(«   
»,      

- ,    
),      ,   

1920-30- ,      
1998 ,    

.                

.

 

,            
.

 

  
,    

,  1924    - 
.  

 

       
.  

 

      
,    XVII        

(«  »)     
« ».     

 

-   . 

 

      
11  

1924   -   [2, .

 

309, 
.

 

39].     29  1926  [2, .

 

251, .

 

77],               

.

 

    
- ,    

- ,    
, «    » [2, .

 

267, .

 

71].       

 

31  

 

  
. ,  1924     

30  31     



 

50

 

   

-        
,  «  ,    

,         
» [2, .251, .24.]. 

 
        

.              

[2, .

 
251, .75-75 .].      

1927    : «  
1926         

,           

 

» [1, .70].     
24

 

 1928  ,  
«       

,           
« »,   

.       
» [1, .163].

 

 
1928               

, «       
» [2, .

 

267, .

 

70].      
,  «       

,      
- ,   

- ,   ,

 

         

» [2, .

 

251, .

 

76].            
[1, .163]. 

,      ,     

 

 
. 

 

        

«  »,   
1918       

.           
.             

.       
«                  

,    



 

51

 
,     .   

,  ,   ,      
,      ,     

» [2, .

 
295, .

 
20-21 .].         

,    [2, .

 
295, .

 
7].       

1928         
[2, .

 
295, 

.

 
20, 140].         

,     
,      ,         

.                 

.

 

          

« »,   
1930      .   

, «      1930-      
» [6 

 

. .

 

]. 

 

   
« »,   

1920-   - ,    
1920    ,   

.           
.              

,    

 

 
[2, .

 

813, .189].

 

          

.      
, «  -   

1930  -      
,  ,      

-  ,        
» [6 

 

. .

 

].    1923     
: «    ( 

)    ( ,         
,    

,   1917       
- . .),    

,   



 

52

 
.      

. ,   , ,   
,  - » [8].      

. 
,                      

,          
,      
.                  

[6 

 

. .

 

]. 

 

      
.     

-   . . .  
: «   ,     

.    , ,  
.        

.  ,    ,  ,     
.       

,    ,   .       
( .   

- . .),          
[6 

 

. .

 

]. . .  
:      .    

: 4     ,   
,      

.     ,    
,   .        

.            
. ... 

-  ,      » 
[6 

 

. .

 

]. 

 

       

:   - ,     
,        

.  1920- ,     
-         

,     
.   : «  

28  1923     ,   » 
[4].  



 

53

 

       

[3].          

.              

1926 .      
[1, .

 
95-95 .].  ,   

,         
,     

,    . 

 
  

1920-       

 
   

,    
,      .     

,      
.

 

       

,   1920-1930-       
.      

.                   

- « 
».    -   

.   ,    
« »      

,        
.     

  

1.   

  

    
.

 

.3, .18.

 

2.  

 

   . 
.53, .2. 

 

3.     
18  19 .   . 

.  1. 1994. . 137-147. 
4.    //  . 31 . 

1923. .

 

2. 
5.   //  . 24  

1925. .

 

6. 



 

54

 
6.  

 
  .  - 1998 

. ( . .  

 
1928 . ., . .  

 
1923 . ., . .  

 
1919 . .)

 
7.  . .    -     

//

 
  

. 2014,  6. .505-508. 
8.     //  . 22 . 1923. 

. 2.

 
9.  . .  

 
  

.

 
.:  , 2004.

 
256 .

 

10.  . .     
. .: , 2013.

 

400 .

    


